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legal procedure that would enable the Minister to
authorise an exhumation, not to evade it.
The Premier, M. Loubet, mounted the Tribune
amidst growing excitement. The Government stood by
every word that M. Ricard had said. They intended
to give every assistance to the Panama Committee in
its inquiry, but they were not going to be bullied, or
go beyond what was strictly legal. His speech was
punctuated with interruptions, and eventually the
Government was defeated on M. Brisson's motion that
the Chamber shared in the desire expressed by its
Committee of Inquiry.
From this time the initiative passed to the Panama
Committee. It carried on its business in the way that
it chose, and even succeeded in getting Baron Reinach's
body exhumed, and an autopsy made, though nothing
came of it. It was a case of the tail wagging the dog.
As the inquiry proceeded, more and more persons
became involved in the scandal, and the wildest attacks
were made in the Press, notably on M. Rouvier3 the
Minister of Finance, and on M. Clemenceau. The
whole affair was getting out of hand, and the business
of government brought into disrepute.
" Since yesterday," stated the Temps on Decem-
ber nth, "it has been clear to all eyes that the
Government is no longer where it seems to be, and
where it ought really to be according to the Constitu-
tion. It is no longer the Cabinet which is directing
affairs or taking the responsibility of them. The
Government has passed, as a matter of fact, into
the Committee of Inquiry, and upon that Committee
the Ministers, declared by the Constitution to be